Tinahely’s National
Looped Walks

Tinahely
General Information
Tinahely is a charming picture postcard village located in
the heart of South Wicklow. Its unique Market Square layout
makes it the ideal start and finish point for the many walks
in the locality. The attractive Market Square Building and
the Courthouse Arts Centre dominate the architecture of
the village centre.

For the more energetic visitor, there are equestrian, golfing, fishing,
guided hill-walking and camping facilities nearby.

9.2 km - Moderate (allow 2.5 hours)
Terrain: Laneways & hillside tracks
Suitable for regular walkers
DIRECTIONS:

Tinahely is a walkers’ paradise, offering a choice of beautiful
walking trails and a welcome to match. In 2009, Fáilte Ireland
selected Tinahely as one of six WALKING HUBS in Ireland. The
local community, in partnership with landowners and Fáilte Ireland,
constructed 31km of off-road walking trails, consisting of three
National Looped Walks; Mangans, Ballycumber and Kyle.

Already an established walking hub, Tinahely caters for national and
international walkers. There are a number of B&B and self-catering
accommodation providers in the immediate area, as well as several places
to eat and drink in the village.
The Pubs are hospitable venues with friendly staff and locals, making
them the perfect location to spend an evening, learning about Tinahely’s
eventful history while enjoying music from local musicians. The village is
also a wonderful place to shop and the many family run businesses are
always ready to provide visitors with help, advice and genial service.

Mangans Loop

Tinahely’s first Walking Festival in April 2010 was attended by over
500 visiting walkers and is now a yearly event on the first weekend
in May each year.
Participants at Tinahely Show

A number of exciting events are held in the Tinahely area throughout the
year which should not be missed by visitors. The highlights include:
1.
The annual Tinahely Agricultural Show has grown from strength to
strength over the past 75 years. Held on the first Monday (Bank
Holiday) in August every year, it is one of the largest outdoor shows
in Ireland and is a fun filled event for all the family. Check out the
website www.tinahelyshow.ie for more information.
2.
The Tinahely Walking Festival is held on the May Bank Holiday
weekend and is an action packed festival for all types of walkers.
Photo competitions, music, parades and lots more throughout the
weekend make Tinahely the place to be for the first weekend in May.
3.
The Courthouse Arts Centre provides visual art exhibitions, movies,
dramatic theatre productions and live music including Blues,
Traditional Irish and Classical throughout the year. Log on to
www.tinahely-courthouse.ie for an event guide.

For the latest information on what's happening in Tinahely,
please visit our website:

www.tinahely.ie
Tinahelys’ Market Square

The Wicklow Way
(From Moyne to Tinahely)
14km—Moderate (allow 4 hours)
The Wicklow Way is Ireland’s premier long distance
walking route, running from Marlay Park in Dublin to
Clonegal in Carlow. The Wicklow Way is 131km in length
and ascends some 3000 metres. The Wicklow Way also links
with the South Leinster Way, forming part of the 500km
Irish Coast to Coast walk from Dublin to Dursey Island, off
the West Coast of Cork.
The Wicklow Way can be comfortably traversed over five to
six days but can be varied according to individual
preferences and fitness levels. There are a large number of
accommodation, food and transport providers along the
length of the route. Log on to www.wicklowway.com for
more information. There are also a number of excellent
map and guide publications available to purchase through
this website.
The entire route of the Wicklow Way is signposted by a yellow walking man. The Wicklow
Way Bus service offers daily transport along the Wicklow Way but 24 hour pre-booking is
essential. Check the website www.wicklowwaybus.com for timetable.

The looped walks overlap with the Wicklow Way at Mangans
and have to be experienced to fully appreciate the peace,
tranquillity and stunning beauty, just 2km from the village.
Look out for the “Fraughans”, which in summer produce a
small delicious blue berry. Also find the tiny yellow flower
“tormentil” which was used as a natural cure for toothache!

Fraughans

To access Tinahely village, at Mangans follow the green, purple and blue arrows for the
National Looped Walks which will direct you down Mangans lane and back to Tinahely village.
Alternatively continue on the Wicklow Way route towards Coolafunshoge and Clonegal.

Dr. James Mc Namara’s Memorial Cross

B-C: Follow the green
arrows. The route ascends to
reach a ditch and ascends
steeply to the left to reach
the summit near a cairn
(motte) of stones. Continue
along the summit where you
will cross another stile.

While cooling your feet in the refreshing water at Ballycumber Ford, look out
for the shy Sika deer. The human elements of the landscape can also be
enjoyed with the beautiful stonework of Ballycumber School and the ruins of
old pre-famine cottages. Enjoy the breathtaking views, pure air and beautiful
sounds of the countryside.

Directions to Trailhead:
♦
The trailhead is situated at the top of Mangans Lane. The old 2km lane
is unsuitable for vehicular traffic and offers great views of Tinahely
village below.
♦
Parking is available in the village. Alternatively, ample parking is
available for buses and cars in the GAA car park on School Road.
♦
From the Village Square, proceed towards Riverside
Business Centre.
♦
At the Business Centre, keep left off the main road,
continuing straight up Kelly's Hill (for parking at the
GAA car park, take the first right on Kelly’s Hill).
♦
Take the first left on Kelly’s Hill for Mangans Lane.
Tormentil
♦
Continue on foot for 2km to the Trailhead.

View towards Tinahely from Mangans

C-A: Follow the green, blue
and purple arrows downhill
to join a green track and
turn left. Continue back to
the trailhead and village.

Ballycumber Loop

Kyle Loop

12.9 km - Moderate (allow 3.5 hours)
Terrain: Laneways & hillside tracks
Suitable for regular walkers

18.2 km - Difficult (allow 5 hours)
Terrain: Laneways & hillside tracks
Suitable for experienced walkers
DIRECTIONS:
A-B:
From
the
trailhead follow the
purple
arrows.
Continue to junction
with Wicklow Way,
turn right and ascend
until you reach the
Memorial Cross.

DIRECTIONS:
A-B: From the trailhead follow the blue (and
green and purple) arrows. Continue to junction
with Wicklow Way, turn right and ascend.
B-C: Follow blue arrows for 2km on old laneway
fording a river onto Ballycumber lane. 1km later
turn left at the Luke O’Toole monument.
Luke O’ Toole Monument

C-D: Follow blue arrows
as loop ascends onto a
forest track which leads
to a T junction. Turn
right to join Mangans
loop.

Tinahely is only 2km from the Wicklow Way at Mangans and is an ideal place of rest for
Wicklow Way walkers. The MOYNE TO TINAHELY section of the Wicklow Way consists mostly
of grassy tracks and old laneways with a short stretch of road. There are some fine views of
the surrounding countryside along the route. There are a number of possible Raths along the
route with the most visible being located at Ballybeg. A Rath is an ancient Irish Ringfort or
settlement. There are thousands of these settlements throughout Ireland and they were
constructed from the Iron Age up until the Early Middle Ages, from approximately 800 BCE
until 1000 CE.
You will see lots of farm livestock including sheep, cattle and horses. Also watch out for deer,
hares, foxes, squirrels and badgers, all of which are regularly sighted along this route. As you
approach the village of Tinahely, you will see a memorial cross on your left. This is in
memory of Dr. James Mc Namara who was killed in a hunting accident at the spot in 1916.

A-B: From the trailhead follow the green
(and blue and purple) arrows. After 100m
cross a stile and continue to junction with
Wicklow Way. Turn right here and the loop
ascends with great views of the Blackstairs
Mountains and the valley of Tinahely.

Ballycumber Ford

D-A: Follow the arrows
back to the trailhead,
down Mangans Lane and
back to the village.

B-C:
Follow purple
arrows for 2km on old
laneway fording a river
onto Ballycumber lane.
1km later pass Luke
O’Toole monument and
continue on the road
following the purple
arrows past the old
schoolhouse. After 1km
cross a stile
entering
a forest track which
leads to a surfaced
road.
C-D: Follow purple
arrows along road to
Kyle Farmhouse. Cross
stile which takes you to
Kyle hill and ascend for
2km. At the summit
cross stile and enter
forest, follow purple
arrows to another stile
and rejoin the blue and
green loops.
D-A: Follow purple
arrows to the trailhead
and back to the
village.

Railway Walk
Total distance: 5.2km (from Togher Bridge to Tomnafinnoge Car Park)
Suitable for all walkers
The Old Railway Walk runs along a section of the Woodenbridge to Shillelagh Railway
Line, which was closed in 1964. Over time the land was re-colonised by nature but in
2005, with the kind permission of the landowners, a walking trail was developed along
the old track. This project was funded by County Wicklow Partnership, voluntary labour
and local fund-raising. The current Walk starts at the Car Park in Kilcommon and heads
towards both Aughrim and Shillelagh, linking up with Tomnafinnoge Wood on the
Shillelagh side. A further extension (in the Aughrim direction) is planned for 2011.
This is a very peaceful, easygoing and enjoyable walk which is suitable for all age groups and fitness levels. It is a
perfect walk for the family with the wonders of nature clearly to be seen as well as three magnificent railway
bridges which show the remarkable skills of workmen from a bygone age of steam trains. On a very lucky day you
might even catch sight of a very rare species—a white owl!
The walking trail offers wonderful views of Tinahely farmland as well as
commercial forestry with all the diversity in flora and fauna that such
habitats bring. Deer, sheep, cattle, horses, rabbits, badgers and many
varieties of wildlife can be seen on a daily basis, providing a delightful
glimpse of nature’s wonders.
Each season brings a unique walking experience; from rich carpets of
bluebells in Spring to lush green Summer vegetation, the ripe bounty of
blackberries, crab apples and sloes in Autumn along with the contrasting
colours of falling leaves and the approaching slumber of winter.
Winter brings new and wonderful aspects of nature and the Railway walk
provides the ideal opportunity to experience the wonders of this season.
There are few walks more pleasant than a refreshing walk on a frosty day on
the Railway walk with the leaves making that satisfying sound as your foot
passes through them.
The Railway walk also boasts picnic benches along the way for families to eat
al-fresco while the fully accessible car park provides a litter bin and a very
informative interpretative board.
The entire Railway walking trail is off-road and is buggy friendly. In short,
the Railway Walk is stress free walking at its best!

Tomnafinnoge Wood
Suitable for all walkers

♦
♦
♦

Tomnafinnoge Wood is one of the last
remaining primeval mature oak forests in
Ireland. It is quite simply mesmerising in
its beauty. The magnificent oak trees,
many of which are hundreds of years old,
are testament to the era of the large
Anglo-Irish estate. In this case, the
Coollattin estate was the Irish country
home of Earl Fitzwilliam. Wood from this
forest is claimed to have been used in the
construction of such landmark buildings as
Trinity College,
Dublin, Kings College
Cambridge, and St. Paul’s Cathedral in
London.
During the 1980’s a public campaign
involving members of the local
community, high profile musicians such as
U2’s the Edge and the Hothouse Flowers,
and national politicians and media,
prevented the total destruction of the
wood. Today, what remains has been
nurtured into a spectacular walking
paradise of way-marked walks. As well as
the mighty oaks, there are beautiful beech
trees and the delightful river Derry to fill
your senses. The trails are suitable for all
walkers and ideal for families. A walk in
Tomnafinnoge Wood is an experience not
to be missed.

“The creation of a thousand
forests is in one acorn”
Ralph Waldo Emerson

www.tinahely.ie

♦
♦

♦
♦

♦
♦
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♦
♦

General Information
No dogs are allowed on Tinahely’s Looped Walks and the Wicklow Way.
Dogs are allowed on the Railway Walk and Tomnafinnoge Wood but must be
kept on a leash at all times.
Please stay on the way-marked paths. By kind permission of the landowners,
we have “permission to walk” on these routes only.
Respect farm animals, wildlife and the environment.
Plan your walk, know the distance and when it gets dark. Allow one hour for
every 4 km. Walking times listed on each walk are approximate.
Check the weather forecast before you walk.
The scale of each map varies in this guidebook—a simple scalebar is
attached to each map. To assist you, distances along the route are marked
with a red dot every 2km. Refer to the map legend above for further
information.
Wear suitable walking shoes and bring warm clothes, raingear, snacks and
water for longer walks.
Please leave all gates as you find them, do not leave any litter and take
nothing with you but happy memories. Make it hard for others to see and
hear you and leave no trace of your visit.
All the walks are open to the public all year around apart from very short
maintenance periods which will be notified on the website.
Please ask for directions to the walks, information on accommodation or
other questions in any of Tinahely’s local business premises. We are all here
to welcome you, and want you to enjoy your visit.
Do not block gateways or leave valuables in your car while walking.
Keep an eye on the notice board located on the Market Square for useful
walking and tourist information.
Look after yourself and most importantly ENJOY WALKING IN TINAHELY.

Thank you to the local landowners who have kindly given us PERMISSION TO WALK
on these beautiful countryside trails around Tinahely.
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